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N
o matter the size, shape and
style of your garden, it will have
a boundary. In theUK, this is likely
to be a shiplap timber fence that

may have seen better days. Boundaries are
often the most underrated part of a garden,
but they can be much more than a barrier
providing security and privacy. They are the
backdrop to your space and can be used to
enhance its contents with a little thought.
Shared boundaries are also a common cause
of disputes, so it is always advisable to discuss
your plans with neighbours and check what
is permitted with your local authority.

WALLS

An elegant Victorian walled garden is many
a home-owner’s dream. In reality, walls are
more likely to formonly part of the boundary.
Even a small section ofwall can add character
to the space. Ugly concrete blocks can be
rendered andpainted a bright colour to create
a year-round interest. Adding a decorative
feature, such as an outdoormirror, patterned
screen,mounted planters, or even some street
art, can enhance the drabbest of walls.

FENCES

The choice of domestic fences is no longer
limited to traditional shiplap or closeboard
panels. Stylish, contemporary looking slatted
fences have become increasingly popular.
Although generally more expensive than
standard lap fencing, their ability to lift the
appearance of a garden above the ordinary
is worth the expense. If you can’t aford to
install themaround the entire boundary, even
a couple behind a seating area where they
will be seen up close can make a diference.
If you are not replacing your fences,

consider painting them a dark colour. Dark
colours recede, such as black, grey, dark
blue. They also really show of the plants in
front well, and add a super designer look for
a fraction of the cost.

COVER THEM UP

If you have ugly boundaries, but not the
budget or ownership rights to change them,
think about adding some trellis. Traditional
wooden trellis makes a great support for
climbing plants and can be used to add a
little extra height if privacy is an issue. If you
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are looking for something a bitmore special,
there is a wide range of supercool metal and
composite trellises on themarket. Available
in a range of patterns andinishes to suitmost
tastes, they are sure to add a touch of ‘wow’ to
a tired boundarywithout breaking the bank.

GREEN IT UP

Adding some climbers to your boundarywill
make the space feel fuller and more alive. If
your garden is on the small side, or youwant
to maximise your lawn space, climbers are
your friend. Look at evergreen species, such
as Clematis armandii, evergreen jasmine
or evergreen honeysuckle to ensure year-
round interest. Some climbing plants, such
as wisteria, will work their way along most
surfaces without assistance, while others
will require trellis or wire to support them,
so always check to ensure the best results..

Big up your boundaries

Leigh-on-Sea-based KatrinaKiefer-Wells of Earth Designs shares her garden expertise
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